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Education Department 
 

Sixth Form Visits and 

Seminars 2015-2016 
 
Welcome to Christ Church Cathedral. 

In this brochure you will find information 

about the Cathedral, the School Visit 

options we offer and details of how to 

book.  We hope to see you soon!  

 

 



The Cathedral 
Christ Church Cathedral is 

unique in being the only 

Cathedral in the world to be 

also a college chapel. Built in the 

12th century as a monastic 

church dedicated to St. 

Frideswide, the patron saint of 

Oxford, it became a cathedral 

during the reign of Henry VIII. It 

has some of the finest examples 

of architecture and stained glass 

in the country and is one of the 

oldest buildings in Oxford. 

 

 

 

Christ Church Cathedral is not only a beautiful historical building, 

it is also a working Cathedral, and prayers and services take place 

here every day.  There are a great number of visitors to the 

Cathedral each year, including worshippers, tourists, and parish 

and school groups.   
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What We Offer 
 

Option 1: Sixth form RE Seminars 
We offer the following options for post 16 (sixth formers and FE 

students) 

On request, we can offer seminars to local sixth form students led by one 

of our Canon Professors on topics relevant to the AS and A Level 

syllabus.  Previous seminar topics have included Morality and War, Ethics 

and the Recession and the Philosophy of a Suffering God.  This is a chance for 

students to join with other schools and be taught by world experts in the 

fields they are studying, and also have a taste of university-style learning.  

Examples of potential topics include: Religion and Morality; 

Euthanasia; Forgiveness and Politics; Just War and Punishment;   World 

Religions and Interfaith Studies; Science and Religion; Christian Doctrine; 

the Early Church; Patristics; Spirituality; Religion and Politics; Religion and 

Film; Religion and Literature; History of Church Buildings; Anglicanism. 

Seminars, which may include an optional tour of the Cathedral, cost £4 

per student (including VAT).   

Email: education@chch.ox.ac.uk 

Option 2: Grill a Canon  

Come and interview one of our senior cathedral clergy.  This visit 

includes a half hour tour of the Cathedral and a Question and Answer 

session.  The visit lasts in total around an hour and a half.  You may like 

to think about possible questions beforehand. The availability of this visit 

depends on the availability of our clergy, so please book as far in advance 

as possible. Cost: £4 per student (including VAT).   

Option 3: Bespoke visits to explore specific 

curriculum subjects, such as Art, Architecture, 

English, History, Philosophy, Tourism… 
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The Cathedral offers a rich cross-curricular resource for small groups of 

sixth form students who wish to explore one feature of the building in 

more depth. Christ Church Picture gallery, our Library and our Archives 

may also be able to offer unique learning resources, and informative talks 

and tours on specific themes. Cost: usually £4 per student (including 

VAT). 

 

Our visits usually include the lighting of a candle and a short period of 

reflection. If schools wish to incorporate a prayer or short collective act 

of worship, please indicate this preference on the booking form. 

 

A room will be available for the students to eat their packed lunches. 

Coats and bags can also be left in this room and toilet facilities are 

available. If you are coming from a long distance, and would like to come 

for the whole day, you could visit another place of religious significance in 

Oxford’s city centre, such as the University church of St Mary the Virgin, 

or one of the city’s many excellent museums, e.g. the Bate Collection of 

Musical Instruments, the Botanic Garden, Pitt Rivers, Science Museum, or 

Ashmolean. 

 

Practical Information for Schools 
How to Book: Please apply to visit at least four weeks in advance. To 

book, contact Jackie Holderness, Cathedral Education Officer, on 01865 

286003 or education@chch.ox.ac.uk  

Our sessions normally take place on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and 

Thursdays (e.g.10-12) or (e.g.12:30-2:30). Max. 30 pupils per session. 

There is unfortunately no parking available at Christ Church, but it is 

possible to drop off students in St Aldate’s. We may be able to arrange 

parking for a minibus, but would need the licence number, vehicle type 

and named driver in advance.  

Further practical information will be sent to you once you have booked 

your visit.  If you would like to make a pre-visit to the Cathedral, please 

arrange this when you book.   

 

More details can be found on our website at: 

www.chch.ox.ac.uk/cathedral/education 
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